




Montana Common Core Standards 

CCRA 

• What is the significance of the College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards for ELA and Literacy? 

Strands 
• What are the four strands of the MCCS? 

Text 
Complexity 

• What is text complexity? 
• Which standard is the “text complexity” standard? 

Text –
Dependent 
Questions 

• What are text-dependent questions? 

Close 
Reading 

• What is a close reading? 





Objectives 

• Identify areas within the self-assessment that 
directly impact goals for the MCCS 

• Review resources for Stage 1-3 of the MCCS 
continuum  

• Connections of the MLP and the MCCS 
• Introduction to the Unpacking Documents 
• Create or update goals and action steps for 

MCCS 
• Quick Wins with the MCCS 

 



Three-minute video  
explaining the ccss 

http://vimeo.com/51933492
http://vimeo.com/51933492


Metacognition 
• “Metacognition is a term used to refer “to the knowledge and control we 

have of our own cognitive strategies.” (Baker, 2002) 
 

• “Knowledge” refers to one’s understanding of oneself as a learner, 
including our knowledge of learning expectations and the strategies 
needed to accomplish learning tasks.   
 

• “Control” refers to the construction of a plan for learning and monitoring 
whether or not one is successful with that plan. 
 

Project CRISS p. 3 



The Self-Assessment 

 
 

Standards: 
The Montana Common Core Standards (MCCS) Stages of Implementation Continuum includes six stages, which 
provide comprehensive resources for school districts to self-assess readiness, create action plans, and access 
targeted resources and processes for aligning curriculum, instruction and assessment. 
www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards 
Stage 1: The Montana Early Learning Guidelines (MELG) and/or the MCCS for each grade 
and subject area have been thoroughly studied and are understood.  

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 2: Curriculum has been aligned with the MELG and/or the MCCS.   1    2    3    4    5 
Stage 2: Instructional materials are aligned with the MELG and/or the MCCS. 1    2    3    4    5 
Stage 3: Assessments are aligned with curriculum and with the MELG and/or the MCCS. 1    2    3    4    5 
Stage 4: Educators design, adapt and use evidence-based best practices to support 
effective delivery of the curriculum and assessments. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 4: A comprehensive scope and sequence is communicated and aligned to the MELG 
and/or the MCCS. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 4: A pacing guide outlines a consistent instructional timeline and is adhered to by all 
staff. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 5: Educators engage in horizontal (e.g., grade level) and vertical (e.g., cross-grade 
level) alignment of curriculum and assessments.  

1    2    3    4    5 

Stage 6: Educators have analyzed assessment results (e.g. Smarter Balance, curriculum 
assessments, and independent progress monitoring assessments) and processes are 
established to make systematic changes based on data results. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Action Ideas for Standards: 
 
 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards


Instruction and Intervention 
Instructional materials and content are aligned to the MELG 
and/or the MCCS.  

1    2    3    4    5 

Instructional materials and content include explicit and systematic 
instruction in reading, writing, listening, and speaking in all 
content areas. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Assessment and Data-based Decision Making 
Assessment tools and procedures align to the MELG and/or the 
MCCS. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Comprehensive assessment system includes both formative and 
summative assessments. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Professional Development 
Professional development is aligned to the MELG and/or the MCCS 
and is provided for staff across all content areas on explicit and 
systematic instruction in reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Community and Family Involvement 
Parents and families are informed of literacy expectations outlined 
in the MELG and/or the MCCS and are updated on individual 
student progress towards meeting those expectations a minimum 
of three times per year. 

1    2    3    4    5 

Self-Assessment 



  Shared responsibility for students’ 
literacy development 



Montana Literacy Plan 



Literacy Across Content 



Montana Common Core Shifts   
 

ELA/Literacy  

1. Building knowledge 
through content-rich 
nonfiction. 

2. Reading, writing and 
speaking grounded in 
evidence from text, both 
literary and informational 
text. 
 

3. Regular practice with 
complex text and its 
academic language. 

 

 

Shift 1: 
K-5 Balancing 
Informational 
& Literary 
Texts 
Shift 2:  
6-12 
Knowledge in 
the Content 
Areas 
Shift 3: 
Staircase of 
Complexity 
Shift 4:  
Text-based 
Answers 

Shift 5:  
Writing from 
Sources 

Shift 6: 
Academic 
Vocabulary 



MLP p. 12 



The Montana Common Core 
Standards 

College and Career Readiness is the central focus of the 
new standards. 

2014-2015- Montana will take a new summative 
assessment which is currently being developed by the 
SMARTER Balanced assessment consortia. 

Literacy and writing  are to be taught across all 
disciplines. 

Strands: Reading, Writing, Speaking and Listening, and 
Language aligned with College and Career Readiness 
Anchor Standards. 



MCCS Stages of Implementation Continuum 



STAGE 1: AWARENESS AND UNDERSTANDING OF THE MCCS 
 

 
• The Montana Common Core Standards for each grade 

and subject area have been thoroughly studied and are 
understood. 



Resources for Stage 1 







MSRP Goals and Action Plan 
Stage 1 



Stage 1 ITunes Course 



STAGE 2: ALIGNING CURRICULUM AND ASSESSMENT 
 

 
• To create an alignment document that ensures 

alignment of the written, the tested and the 
taught/learned curricula through a collaborative, on-
going process. 



MCCS Stages 2-3 

1 
•MCCS ELA Self-Assessment for Stages 2-3 
•Action Plan 

2 
•Elementary or Secondary Alignment Module Guide 
•Videos 

3 
•Elementary or Secondary Unpacking Documents 

4 
•Elementary or Secondary Gap Analysis 

5 
•Text-Dependent Questions 
•Close Analytic Reading 

6 
•Basal Alignment Project 







Stages 2-3 
Simple Explanation 





Publisher’s Alignment 





1 
• Align program 
• Tally unpacking 

documents 
• Create gap 

analysis 
document 

• Create grade 
level alignment 
guide 

2 
• Align program 
• Tally unpacking 

documents 
• Create grade 

level alignment 
guide 

3 
• Align program 
• Create gap 

analysis 
document 

4 
• Align program 

components 
• Create gap 

analysis 
document 

Alignment Options 



Stages 2-3 ITunes Course 



MSRP Goals and Action Plan 
Stages 2-3 



 
Quick Wins  

 
Sh

ift
 6

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Academic 
Vocabulary  

Sh
ift

 3
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Staircase of 
Complexity 

Sh
ift

 4
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

• Text-based 
questions 

• Text-
dependent 
questions 





 Four levels can be used to describe the extent 
of a person’s word knowledge: 

 
 1. 

• Have never seen or heard the word, 

2. 
• Have seen or heard the word before, 

3. 
• Vaguely know the meaning of the word; can   

associate it with a concept or context, and 

4. 
• Know the word well; can explain it and use 

it. 



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 
The Three-Tier System 

Beck and McKeown (1985) 
The Core Source Book , 2nd Edition, p. 421 

 

 Tier One Tier Two Tier Three 

Basic, everyday 
words that 
students learn on 
their own. 

Are common 
enough that most 
mature readers are 
familiar with them. 
They can be found 
across various 
contexts and topics 
and understanding 
the meaning of 
these words 
promotes everyday 
reading  

Words that are low 
frequency 
“specialized” words 
that are often 
limited to specific 
fields, domains of 
knowledge.  



Explicit Vocabulary Instruction 
Text Talk- Read- Aloud Method 

Beck and McKeown 
 
• Read the Story 
• Introduce the Target Word 
• Contextualize the Word 
• Say the Word 
• Give a  Student-Friendly Explanation 
• Provide a Different Context 
• Engage Actively with the Word 
 - Finish the Idea 
 - Choices 
• Say the Word Again 

 





Close Reading 
• Read and reread 
• Each reading should accomplish a separate 

purpose 
1.  Allow the reader to determine what a text says. 
2.  Allow the reader to determine how a text works. 
3. Allow the reader to evaluate the quality and value 

of the text (and connect the text to other texts). 
 
Adapted from Shanahan, T., Meeting the Challenge of Common Core: Planning Close Reading.  



Close Reading 
• All focus on text meaning 
• Minimize background preparation/explanation 
• Students must do the reading/interpretation 
• Teacher’s major role is to ask text-dependent 

questions 
• Multi-day commitments to texts 
• Purposeful rereading (not practice, but 

separate journeys) 
• Short reads  

Shanahan, T., Meeting the Challenge of Common Core: Planning Close Reading, 2012.  Retrieved 
from www.shanahanonliteracy.com 





Text-Dependent Questions are NOT 

• Low-level, literal, or recall questions 
• Focused on comprehension strategies 
• Just questions 

 
 
 
 

achievethecore.org 



Text-Dependent Questions…. 

• Can only be answered with evidence from the text. 
• Can be literal (checking for understanding) but must 

also involve analysis, synthesis, evaluation. 
• Focus on word, sentence, and paragraph, as well as 

larger ideas, themes, or events. 
• Focus on difficult portions of text in order to enhance 

reading proficiency. 
• Can also include prompts for writing and discussion 

questions. 
achievethecore.org 



Three Types of Text-Dependent 
Questions 

When you're writing or reviewing a set of 
questions, consider the following three 
categories: 

• Questions that assess themes and central 
ideas 

• Questions that assess knowledge of 
vocabulary 

• Questions that assess syntax and structure 
45 



Non-Examples and Examples 

46 

•In “Casey at the Bat,” Casey strikes out. 
Describe a time when you failed at 
something. 

 
•In “Letter from a Birmingham Jail,” Dr. 
King discusses nonviolent protest. 
Discuss, in writing, a time when you 
wanted to fight against something that 
you felt was unfair. 

 
•In “The Gettysburg Address” Lincoln 
says the nation is dedicated to the 
proposition that all men are created 
equal. Why is equality an important 
value to promote? 

What makes Casey’s experiences at bat 
humorous? 
 
 
What can you infer from King’s letter 
about the letter that he received?   

 
 
 
 

“The Gettysburg Address” mentions the 
year 1776. According to Lincoln’s 
speech, why is this year significant to 
the events described in the speech? 

  

Not Text-Dependent Text-Dependent 



Creating Text-Dependent 
Questions 

47 

Step One: Identify the core understandings and key ideas of 
the text. 

Step Two: Start small to build confidence. 

Step Three: Target vocabulary and text structure. 

Step Four: Tackle tough sections head-on. 

Step Five: Create coherent sequences of text-dependent 
questions. 

Step Six: Identify the standards that are being addressed. 

Step Seven: Create the culminating assessment. 



www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards 
 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards


Reading: Foundational Standards                                                                                           
Unpacking the MCCS Document: A Progression of Sub-Skills 



Unpacking the MCCS Document: A 
Progression of Sub-Skills 

The Standard 

Unpacking the Standard 

Sub-skills 

Instructional Examples 



Professional Learners First 

1. Make sure every staff member has a copy of 
the MCCS ELA and Literacy in History/Social 
Studies, Science and Technical Subjects 
document. 

2. Complete a close reading of the First 10 
pages of the MCCS ELA/Literacy document. 

3. Complete a close reading of Appendix A. 
 



Resources 

• www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStand
ards 

• www.achievethecore.org 
• http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/defa

ult.aspx?PageID=239 
 

http://www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards
http://www.opi.mt.gov/MontanaCommonCoreStandards
http://www.achievethecore.org/
http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=239
http://www.commoncoreworks.org/site/default.aspx?PageID=239


MCCS Fact Sheets Parents 
Teachers 
District 
Business 
Higher Ed 
Legislators 

http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/CCSSO/parents/12_11-13Parent-Fact-Sheet-FINAL.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/CCSSO/teachers/12_11-13-Teacher-Fact-Sheet-FINAL.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/CCSSO/district-leaders/12_11-13-District-Leader-Fact-Sheet-FINAL.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/CCSSO/12_11-14Business-leaders-fact-sheet-FINAL.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/CCSSO/12_11-14Higher-Education-Fact Sheet-Final.pdf
http://opi.mt.gov/PDF/CCSSO/13_01-29Legislator-fact-sheet-Final.pdf


Planning Time 

• Create a goal with action steps directly related 
to the MCCS.  

• Goals are pulled from your MSRP self-
assessment. 
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